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1. INTRODUCTION 

This guide describes SciELO Books, what it is, its objectives, functions, products, 

services, the institutional framework under which it evolves, its governing and 

operating structures, its financial arrangements, the advantages it offers and the 

conditions for taking part by academic publishers.  
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2. OBJECTIVES 

SciELO Books performs the functions of indexing, publication, and interoperability 

online of national and thematic collections of academic books with the objective of 

maximizing the visibility, accessibility, use and impact of the research, trials and studies 

they publish. 

SciELO Books operates as a cooperative network of university presses and other 

publishers who publish books of an academic nature, and also includes intermediary 

institutions and users of academic information. 

The SciELO Books Network interoperates and shares its objectives, resources, 

methodologies and technologies with the SciELO Network of academic journals with 

the aim of contributing to the development of scholarly communication in both 

publication media - print and digital. 
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3. FUNCTIONS, PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 

SciELO Books provides functions, products and services which are made available and 

accessible on an equitable basis to the participating publishers. SciELO develops and 

employs international state-of-the-art methodologies and technologies which aim to: 

(i) contribute to the improvement of online publication by the participating publishers; 

(ii) strengthen and increase the visibility and availability of their book collections; and 

(iii) measure the performance of the titles by accesses, downloads and citations 

received.  

 

SciELO Books takes on four sets of basic functions and services which are operated 

online on the web: indexing, publication, interoperability and dissemination. 

The indexing consists of recording, storing and operating metadata at the book and 

chapter levels, that is, at the monograph and analytic levels. It also includes recording 

the references cited in the chapters and the book as a whole. This indexing allows for 

the bibliographic control of the publications through bibliographic data records (or 

metadata) which identify and describe the books and their chapters. These records 

follow international standards. 
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The bibliographic records link to the full text, and they serve as a way to access the 

books and their chapters on the web. The bibliographic records are in a database which 

serves as an organized source for bibliographic searches, and is also used for the 

exchange of records and links with other indexes, bibliographic systems and services 

on the web. 

 

Since the bibliographic records also contain the bibliographic references from the 

chapters and/or the book as a whole, SciELO Books will also be able to provide a 

bibliometric database of incoming and outgoing citations which includes live links to 

the cited documents. 

As part of the indexing process, each SciELO book title receives an ISBN corresponding 

to its digital version, as well as a DOI (Digital Object Identifier). This allows for the 

unique identification of the book, and facilitates locating the digital files on the web. 
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The bibliographic records are always made available in open access, ideally under a CC-

BY 4.0 or CC-BY-NC 4.0 license. These attributions allow bibliographic records to be 

shared for use in several different services on the condition that the original book is 

properly cited.  

The second function of SciELO Books is online publication. This consists of hosting the 

full text of the books and their chapters, and making them available on the web. The 

full text is made available in three principal formats: (a) HTML (Hyper Text Markup 

Language), for display in web browsers; (b) PDF (Portable Document Format), for 

display and printing of the texts in their original format; and (c) ePUB (Electronic 

Publication), for display in electronic devices and apps where the display of the text is 

adjusted to the different screen sizes of eBook readers, computers, televisions, tablets 

and mobile phones. 
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SciELO Books publishes books under two different access models. The first is open 

access which provides barrier-free access to the books governed by the attributions of 

the corresponding Creative Commons license, ideally one of CC-BY 4.0 or CC-BY-NC 4.0.  

The second is a commercial model in which books are sold via online bookstores with 

which SciELO Books has a distributorship agreement. SciELO will also begin to sell 

books via its own portal as an additional option to purchasers once the titles available 

for sale reaches a suitable number.  

Publishers determine which titles will be offered for sale as well as their list price, and 

provide this information when submitting the titles to SciELO. The publisher can 

change the access model under which a title is offered as well as its price at any time. 

 

 



 

The third function of SciELO involves providing interoperability and dissemination 

services for the books on the web with the objective of maximizing their visibility, 

accessibility, use and impact. The purpose is to provide access to the books via the 

world’s principal portals, indexes, discovery services, and ebook distributors.  

Interoperability is achieved, on the one hand, by providing the book metadata with 

backlinks to the full text on SciELO’s servers to information providers and search 

services and, on the other hand, by providing the book full text to the portals, systems 

and services which publish and sell books. SciELO undertakes agreements for indexing, 

distribution and sale of books with companies and institutions responsible for indexes, 

portals, and indexing, search, publishing and sale systems and services. 
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4. INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK 

The evolution and operation of SciELO Books is carried out under the SciELO Program 

of the São Paulo Research Foundation (Fundação de Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado de 

São Paulo (FAPESP)) in partnership with the Brazilian Association of University Presses 

(Associação Brasileira de Editoras Universitárias (ABEU). This partnership gives 

continuity to the pilot project in which a methodological and technical platform was 

developed for SciELO Books, culminating in its launch on March 30, 2012.  The pilot 

project was led and financed by a consortium of publishers from the Universidade 

Estadual Paulista Júlio de Mesquita Filho (UNESP), the Universidade Federal da Bahia 

(UFBA) and the Fundação Oswaldo Cruz (FIOCRUZ), which today continue to lead the 

ongoing operations of SciELO Books. The execution of SciELO Books is supported by 

the Foundation of the Federal University of São Paulo (Fundação de Apoio à 

Universidade Federal de São Paulo -FapUnifesp). 

The methodological and technological platform of SciELO Books was initially developed 

by BIREME/PAHO/WHO during the pilot project, with technical cooperation from 

FapUnifesp and the publishers of the consortium. 
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5. GOVERNANCE AND OPERATION 

SciELO Books represents a common space of products, services 

and events aimed at developing capabilities and infrastructure in 

indexing, publication, interoperability and dissemination of 

collections of academic books. Its development and operation 

are realized in a cooperative network which involves the 

participating publishers. 

The SciELO Books Network has a system of governance formed by committees which 

guide and oversee the development and operation of SciELO Books. There is also a 

technical secretariat which supports the system of governance, and an operational unit 

responsible for the coordination and implementation of the project.  

In this context, the governance of SciELO Books is overseen by two managing bodies: 

the Steering Committee and the Advisory Committe. 

The Steering Committee is responsible for overseeing the planning and sustainability 

of the SciELO Books project with regard to the development of appropriate business 

models, and methodologies and technologies of publication and dissemination. The 

Committee is also responsible for the approval, monitoring, and evaluation of the 

annual work plan of SciELO Books, as well as its implementation, changes and stated 

objectives. The Committee consists of representatives from the founding publishers of 

SciELO Books (Editora FIOCRUZ, Editora UNESP and EDUFBA) and the SciELO Program 

itself as permanent members. Its composition is renewed annually to take into account 

the totality of participating publishers at the time. This committee also represents the 

participating publishers in the ongoing refinement of the SciELO Books business model. 



 

The Advisory Committee is academic in nature and is responsible for the development 

of the book collections. It covers the functions of updating and applying the quality 

criteria related to the inclusion and retention of publishers and their respective 

collections in SciELO Books. It is composed of researchers nominated for a two year 

renewable term by the participating publishers. Also on the committee are 

representatives nominated by the Brazilian Federal Agency for Support and Evaluation 

of Graduate Education (Coordenação de Aperfeiçoamento de Pessoal de Nível Superior 

(Capes)), the National Council for the Development of Science and Technology 

(Conselho Nacional de Desenvolvimento Científico e Tecnológico (CNPq)), the Brazilian 

Association of University Presses (Associação Brasileira de Editoras Universitárias 

(ABEU)) and the SciELO Program itself.  
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6. SUSTAINABILITY AND FUNDING 

The financial sustainability of SciELO Books depends upon the financial support of the 

participating publishers which is proportional to the number of titles each one 

publishes. The publishers pay a one-time fee for the publication of each title under the 

SciELO Books brand. SciELO Books also retains a percentage of the revenues from the 

sale of the books. The Steering Committee annually sets the amount to be paid by the 

participating publishers per title published, as well as the percentage of sales revenue 

that goes to SciELO. This percentage is based on the annual budget of SciELO Books. 

SciELO seeks additional resources through projects in development and innovation 

from research and education funding agencies, as well as from foundations which 

support culture. They also seek sponsorships from private companies as long as it does 

not go against ethical principles of scholarly communication. 
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7. PUBLISHER PARTICIPATION 

Taking part in SciELO Books is voluntary and open 

to all publishers - university presses or other 

academic publishers - which publish books of an 

academic nature in any area of knowledge. 

Publishers interested in taking part in the SciELO 

Books Network should send a formal request 

accompanied by an application form with 

information about the publisher and its editorial 

board. The request is reviewed and decided upon 

by the Advisory Committee.  Publishers that are 

approved for participation complete the process by 

signing a binding agreement of participation with 

the SciELO Books Network. Publishers may 

terminate taking part at any time.  

By joining SciELO, the publisher undertakes to 

follow the recommendations of SciELO Books 

regarding the processes of book evaluation and 

quality control. 

All participating publishers have equal rights in 

accessing and using the products and services of the 

SciELO Book Network, and in being selected to 

serve in the processes of governance and the 

respective bodies.   

Once participation is approved, the publisher is entitled to submit book collections for 

publication according to a set schedule defined in agreement with SciELO Books.  

 

  



SciELO Books | What it is and how to take part 

Page 14 de 18 

8. SUBMISSION OF BOOKS FOR PUBLICATION 

Publishers can submit individual books or collections of books for inclusion in SciELO 

Books. 

The submission is made via a spreadsheet with standardized book titles, authors, ISBN, 

and access mode (open access or commercial). For each book, the publisher must send 

the background as it relates to its review, that is, a copy of the opinions of approval of 

the reviewers, or a description of the approval process. 

Books are generally submitted to SciELO in digital format, and online. To facilitate 

online submission, each publisher is provided with its own reserved storage space on 

SciELO’s servers. In the case where the publisher does not have a digital copy of the 

book, a well preserved printed copy of the book should be sent to SciELO by mail. 

Publishers undertake all book submissions. Self-publishing is not supported. 
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9. WHAT IS THE COST OF PARTICIPATION? 

A publisher’s financial responsibility for taking part in SciELO 

Books is composed of: (i) a one-time, fixed amount payable to 

SciELO for each title published under the SciELO Books name; 

and (ii) a percentage of the revenues from the sale of the 

commercial books, also payable to SciELO.    

The SciELO Books Steering Committee determines the one-

time, fixed amount which publishers must pay to SciELO for 

each title published. The current amount is set at US$ 300 per 

title, regardless of whether the book is published in open 

access or offered for sale. This payment covers all the services and functions performed 

by SciELO to publish the book. Forms of payment are set by agreement between SciELO 

Books and the publisher. 

Publishers provide SciELO with the list price of each title for sale. Price changes must 

be communicated to SciELO by the publisher with advanced notice of at least 5 

business days. 

At the moment, all books for sale are being sold by distributors with which SciELO has 

agreements. That said, SciELO will begin to offer books for sale on its own portal with 

appropriate controls put in place to prevent illegal copies once the number of titles for 

sale reaches a critical point.  

The Steering Committee annually defines the percentage of revenue from sales that is 

to be distributed between the publishers and SciELO. The percentage destined to 

SciELO is applied to all publishers and is based on SciELO’s annual budget. 

Currently the percentage is set at 50%, in other words, SciELO Books and its 

participating publishers split the revenues equally. Given that the book distributors 

presently retain 50% of sales revenue, the publishers and SciELO each receive 25% of 

the sales revenue. 

That said, SciELO begins to receive its percentage only once the cumulative total to 

SciELO from the sales of a title exceeds the amount the publisher pays to SciELO for 

the publication of the title, i.e. US$ 300. For example, a book with a list price of US$ 20 
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gives revenues of US$ 10 for each sale after the distributor takes its percentage. Thus, 

the publisher receives all the revenues generated by the first 100 sales, and then after 

that the additional revenues are split equally between the publisher and SciELO, that 

is, US$ 5 each per book sold.   

Commercial titles can be converted to open access and vice-versa at the discretion of 

the publisher who communicates this to SciELO. 

This model of splitting revenues between the publisher and SciELO is reviewed 

annually in order to ensure the self-sustainability of the SciELO Books project, and to 

maximize returns for publishers. 

 

 

 

 

  



SciELO Books | What it is and how to take part 

Page 17 de 18 

10. ADVANTAGES TO PARTICIPATING IN SCIELO 

BOOKS 

By taking part in SciELO Books, publishers enjoy the following services and benefits: 

 Presence in the world’s principal 

international indexes, and in the digital 

book search and distribution services. In 

other words, publishers who participate in 

SciELO Books will have national and 

international visibility; 

 Publication of books in HTML, PDF and 

ePub formats, so that they can be 

displayed and read by any existing device: eBook readers, computers, tablets 

and mobile phones;  

 Profiting from the indexing, distribution and sales agreements that SciELO has 

with the world’s principal international systems, companies, and services; 

 Access to performance measurements of books and publishers as calculated by 

access, download, sales and citation statistics; 

 Individual publisher portals in SciELO which complement the publisher’s portal; 

 Quality control and performance monitoring for improving a publisher’s   

processes, policies and editorial procedures. 

Lastly, with the exception of quality control and the equitable treatment of sales, 

taking part in SciELO Books does not represent any interference, restriction or 

exclusivity on the part of SciELO in the policies, procedures, practices, projects, 

contracts or activities of the publishers.  
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CONTACTS 

SciELO Books 

scielo.books@scielo.org 

Tel: +55 11 5083-3639 

ABEU 

presidente@abeu.org.br 

Tel: +55 11 5078-8826 
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