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ABBREVIATIONS AND GLOSSARY 

Administrative Council. See General Administrative Council. 

Asentamiento: Literally ‘settlement’, untranslated in text because of specific 
connotations as unit of agrarian reform introduced by Christian Democrats. 
Designed on basically cooperative lines, but including option of sub-
division of land among individual members and employment by them of 
wage labour. 

Campamento: Literally ‘encampment’, untranslated in text because of 
specific connotations as shantytown involving a degree of organization 
generally deriving from the land occupation with which it originated. 

Campesino: Country person, rather than ‘peasant’ in the narrower sense, i.e. 
all categories of agricultural workers, from wage-earners to small tenants 
and share-croppers. Untranslated in text for want of exact equivalent in 
English. 

Campesino council (Consejo Campesino): Local joint organization of all 
categories of campesinos distinct from campesino unions (sindicatos). (The 
latter involved mainly rural wage workers and affiliation to the CUT, 
whereas the councils were autonomous.) In practice heavily supported by 
the left of the PU, as the vehicle of agrarian policies distinct from those of 
the Communist-led CUT. 

CDP Committee for the Defence of Production (Comité de Defensa de la 
Producción): Rank and file workers’ committee of type established in 
factories by the more left-wing PU parties, initially to counter sabotage and 
cutbacks of production, and more independent of union control than the 
official Production Committees. 

CERA Agrarian Reform Centre (Centro de Reforma Agraria): Unit of 
agrarian reform introduced by PU along more collective lines than the 
Christian Democrats’ asentamientos. 
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Communal Command (Comando Comunal): Local joint associations of 
factory workers, shantytown dwellers and campesinos, generally originating 
from industrial cordons. 

CORA Agrarian Reform Corporation (Corporación de Reforma Agraria): 
Government department responsible for legal and technical aspects of land 
reform. 

Cordon. See Industrial Cordon. 

CORFO Industrial Development Corporation (Corporación de Fomento): 
Government body originally established by the Popular Front Government 
of the 1930s to encourage local industry with technical advice and credit. 

CUT Central Workers’ Confederation (Central Única de Trabajadores): 
Equivalent in Chile to British TUC. 

ENAMI National Mining Enterprise (Empresa Nacional de Mineria): 
Government department responsible for technical aid to mining sector. 

General Administrative Council (Consejo General de Administración): 
Management committee of industries in public sector, as officially 
constituted by PU. 

Hectare (Hectarea): Basic unit of land measurement, equivalent to 2.4 
acres.  

INDAP Agrarian Development Institute (Instituto de Desarollo Agro-
Pecuario): Government department responsible mainly for social aspects of 
agrarian development. 

Intervenor (Interventor): Interim government manager of firms taken over 
by government in the event of long-term technical, financial or labour 
relations problems. 

Industrial Cordon (Cordón Industrial): Local association of workers in 
neighbouring factories, developed mainly in response to the right-wing 
stoppages of 1972-3. In this context officially recognized by the PU, but 
mainly promoted by elements of the Socialist Party, MAPU, Christian Left 
and MIR as the keystone of popular power and embryo of communal 
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commands. As such, regarded with some unease by the Communist Party as 
a challenge to the official trades-union structure. 

JAP: People’s Supply Control Committee (Junta de Abastecimiento 
Popular): Local consumer organization established under the PU mainly to 
counter black-market operations. 

*MAPU: Movement of Popular United Action (Movimiento de Acción 
Popular Unitario). 

*MIR: Revolutionary Left Movement (Movimiento de Izquierda 
Revolucionario). 

*MOC: Worker-Campesino Movement (Movimiento Obrero-Campesino). 

National Agricultural Society (Sociedad Nacional de Agricultura): Large 
landowners’ association, which acted increasingly as the focus of right-
wing mobilization against the PU in the countryside. 

Neighbourhood Association (Junta de Vecinos): Residents’ pressure 
groups, particularly in shantytowns, set up either spontaneously or by 
political parties to campaign for local facilities and legal land titles etc. 

Popular power (Poder Popular): A major slogan and strategy of the left of 
the PU and the MIR, for the devolution of power to grassroots organizations 
such as the industrial cordons and communal commands. As such, the main 
concept round which debate within the PU centred. 

Production Committee (Comité de Producción): Factory committee set up 
under the PU’s scheme for workers’ participation, to monitor production 
levels (cf. CDP.) 

Ranquil: Campesino confederation originally founded in 1930s and 
controlled by the Communist and Socialist parties. Named after the site of a 
famous confrontation between campesinos, landowners and the police in 
southern Chile (cf. Triunfo Campesino and Worker-Campesino Unity 
below). 

                                                           
*
 For information on these and other political parties, see Introduction. 
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Shantytown (Población): Low-income urban housing area, resulting 
generally from land occupations, often organized by political parties (cf. 
Campamento). 

Tancazo: Literally ‘tank attack’, untranslated in text, where it refers to the 
attempted coup of 29 June 1973, so called because it was led by a tank 
regiment which surrounded the Presidential Palace. 

Triunfo Campesino: Literally ‘Campesino Triumph’, left untranslated in 
text. The main Christian Democrat controlled campesino confederation, 
founded in the 1960s on the strength of the Christian Democrats’ land 
reforms. As such it tended to represent the conservative, medium to small-
scale peasantry won over by the attractions of land reform on an 
individualist, capitalist, rather than collective basis (cf. Ranquil and 
Worker-Campesino Unity). 

Worker-Campesino Unity (Confederación Unidad Obrero-Campesino): 
Campesino confederation instigated by the MAPU in 1971 as a breakaway 
from Triunfo Campesino to support agrarian policies more radical than 
those of Ranquil. 




